
 
 

H Y M N  A P P R E C I A T I O N  
 

“The Church’s One Foundation” 
 

I. Hymnist: Samuel Stone (1839-1900) 
 

A. Biography:  

• Born in Whitmore, Stafforshire, England in 1839. 

• Graduated from Oxford before spending the rest of his life 
pastoring two Anglican parishes near London. 

• Staunchly conservative in doctrine, resisting the inroads of 
destructive modernistic scholarship. 

• He eventually published seven books of hymns and poems. This 
hymn is the only one that remains in popular use. 

 

B. Background: 
▪ In 1863, an influential Anglican bishop wrote a book that cast 

great doubt on the historical accuracy of the Books of Moses. A 
largescale controversy engulfed the Anglican church. 

▪ In 1866, Samuel Stone wrote 12 hymns (including this one) 
loosely based on the Apostles Creed as a way of supporting 
fundamental doctrines and resisting modernistic scholarship. 

▪ This hymn is a reflection on the 9th point of the Apostles’ Creed: 
“[I believe in] The Holy Catholic [universal] Church; the 
Communion of Saints; He is the Head of this Body.” 

▪ Stone wrote the hymn to bolster faith in the Lordship of Christ 
as the head of the church as opposed to the ideas of man. 

 

II. Musician: Samuel S. Wesley (1810-1876) 
 

A. Grandson of Charles Wesley 
 

B. This tune, named Aurelia (related to the Latin word for “golden”), 
was originally set to the hymn, “Jerusalem the Golden.” 

 

C. The tune was attached Stone’s hymn in 1868 at a major Anglican 
bishops’ conference. The hymn quickly became very popular. 
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IV. Explication (exposition of the poem) 
 

A. The original version of the hymn had 7 stanzas. In most hymnals 
today, only stanzas 1, 2, & 5 are used. The current final stanza is a 
mixture of stanzas from the original 6th and 7th stanzas. 
 

B. The 1st stanza borrows imagery from Ephesians which speaks of 
Christ as both the foundation of the universal church and the One 
who purifies the Church as His bride. 
 

C. The 2nd stanza celebrates the progress of the gospel in drawing in 
souls from around the world, united together by faith in Christ. 
 

D. The original 3rd stanza is omitted in most modern hymnals.  
 

The Church shall never perish! Her dear Lord to defend, 
To guide, sustain and cherish, is with her to the end; 
Though there be those that hate her, & false sons in her pale, 
Against the foe or traitor she ever shall prevail. 
 

E. The current 3rd stanza describes the troubles of God’s people this 
side of heaven. The church awaits the end of the age when the Lord 
will finish the new creation. The “vision glorious” refers to the 
Beatific Vision, the joy of one day behold God’s very face. The 
phrase “the Church victorious” refers to Christians who have died 
and gone to heaven (as opposed to Christians who remain in the 
fight who are part of the “Church militant”). “The Church at rest” 
refers to the everlasting rest of the righteous at the end of the age. 
 

F. The 4th stanza focuses on the fellowship that the Church on earth 
has with the triune God and with the Church in heaven.  
- The phrase “mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is 

won” refers to the communion of saints. 
o The phrase, “those whose rest is won,” refers to 

Christians in heaven. 
o The phrase, “mystic sweet communion,” likely means 

more than a sense of unity with believers above. 
- Some parts of Anglican theology taught that believers could 

have mystical communion with those who have passed on, 
though this understanding is nothing like the Catholic version. 

- Lower church protestants typically speak of “union” with saints 
in heaven rather than “communion” with them, or they 
diminish any notion of mystical experience in such communion. 
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